February 2021

South Staffordshire & District
Beekeepers Association

Apiary Newsletter...

Founded in 1913

Club AGM on 18th March 2021

Committee reports will be circulated by email
before the day to allow for questions on the night.
To find out more about the roles, an outline of each
can be found on pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter or
on the SS&DBKA website, AGM section.
If you are interested and want to discuss the roles
further, please contact:
Stuart Roberts, President (07881 234 274) or
Alan Greenman, Chairman (07803 432 599).
If you wish to apply to join the committee, please
complete the nomination form below and return no
later than March 12th 2021 to the Club Secretary:
Ed Bennett, 9 Woodhaven, Woodseaves,
Stafford, ST20 0LL or e-mail: ssbka-mail@
southstaffsbeekeepers.com

The Annual General Meeting of the South
Staffordshire & District Beekeepers Association will
be held on March 18th at 7.30 pm via Zoom.
At the AGM, new officers and committee members
will be elected and existing serving committee
members re-elected.

Please note: all officers and committee members
are elected for one year and may serve for a period
of three years in the same role but still have to be
re-elected each year.
Nominations are invited for:
President
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Educational Coordinator
Apiary Coordinator
Quartermaster
Asian Hornet Action Team Coordinator
Health & Safety Coordinator
Communications Lead
Events Coordinator

Join us on the committee

The club committee took note of the 2020 survey
results and a lot of exciting changes are planned for
the club during 2021.
Please consider joining the committee, taking on
one of the roles listed and helping us to run the club
for the good of all the members.
Full help and support will be given to new
committee members. Please attend on the18th
March 2021 and support your club.

NOMINATION FOR SS&DBKA COMMITTEE 2020
I wish to nominate……………………………………………………… if s/he agrees to serve if elected
as (Position)……………………………………………………………………........
Name:					Signed:					Date:
Please note: You may nominate yourself. Under the constitution, no seconder is required.
All nominees must be members of the SS&DBKA at the time of the AGM.
I would like to raise the following point for discussion at the 2021 AGM:

Name:					Signed:					Date:
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Club committee members needed...
The next Club Annual General Meeting is due to be
held on March 18th 2021.

Nominate yourself or others (with their permission)
by using the form on page one.
Don’t be put off by the job descriptions as they are
just to give an idea of what the job entails and how
it links in with the other roles.
We will provide training, help and support across all
roles to ensure a succesful outcome.
The future success of the our club depends on
the full commitment of all the members so please
consider if you can help by joining the committee
for a year.
AEG

The committee is looking for members to take
on the officer role of Treasurer and the roles
of Education Lead, and Events Coordinator to
help organise social events for club members to
participate in once we are able to meet up again.
(see below and page 3 for job role details).
If you are interested and feel that you could help
the club by taking on any of these roles please
contact Stuart Roberts, Club President or Alan
Greenman, Club Chairman for an informal chat.

Committee Roles and Responsibilities
Officers
President:

Secretary:

Chairperson:

Treasurer:

• Ensure the association has clearly defined goals
and objectives
• Provide leadership and help to build and maintain
an effective association that works well
• Support the development of the association’s
structure to meet the goals and objectives
• Promote the association and support the growth
of its membership
• Represent and promote the association at local,
regional and national levels
• Chair the committee in the absence of the chairperson, and support the committee members to
achieve the association goals

• Notify all committee members of the time and
place of meetings
• Prepare an agenda in consultation with the Chairperson and ensure that minutes of the previous
meeting(s) have been circulated
• Check that members have completed tasks
agreed at previous meetings
• Take a note of all present, apologies for absence
and take a minute of the meeting, recording all
decisions and actions made and circulate
• Deal promptly with correspondence between
meetings, forwarding to committee members by
email

• Chair committee meetings and AGM
• Assist the secretary in producing meeting agendas
• Head the committee in making decisions for the
benefit of the club
• Abide by the club’s constitution, legal obligations,
aims and objectives
• Support the committee in working together and
help set committee roles and responsibilities
• Ensure that the committee is effective in implementing the club’s stated strategy

• Accept on behalf of the association all monies
and records it appropriately
• Pay on behalf of the association any authorised
expenditure
• Ensure all income and expenditure records are
kept up to date and that an appropriate third party
examines the end of year accounts
• Keep the committee informed of the current
situation with respect to finances
• Complete annual returns to Charity Commission
• Assist the President and Chairperson in preparing
budgets for the association priorities
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Committee Members
Apiary Coordinator:

• Chair Apiary Work Group meetings with responsibility
for setting an agenda and completing minutes
• Manage the running of the Associations’ apiaries
• Report to the main committee regarding the running of
the apiaries
• Ensure Codes of Practice and procedures are in place
and updated and that they follow best practice
• Liaise with the Education team to facilitate the smooth
running of the Training and Learning Schedule
• Liaise with the quartermaster regarding the provision
of equipment and consumables

Quartermaster:

• Manage the safe storage of the association’s
equipment, arrange cleaning and repair parties as
required to keep the equipment in good order
• Carry out stock takes in a timely manner, organising
bulk purchases and distribution of consumables for
members at discounted prices
• Communicate to committee equipment requests from
AWG and Education group
• Buy equipment needed within set budget taking
advantage of sales
• Ensure there is enough equipment to run the T&L
schedule effectively
• Organise and record equipment hire

Education Coordinator:

• Identify teaching and learning opportunities for
members with a range of practical and theoretical
beekeeping experiences
• Take an overview of the Beginners Course and advise
on gaps, developing ideas and harnessing the expertise
of others in delivering the course
• Take responsibility for co-ordinating BBKA
examinations
• Take responsibility for facilitating the training needs of
those taking BBKA examinations, modules, and other
courses
• Advise the SSDBKA Committee of the resources
needed to complete learning opportunities
• Attend national initiatives involved in beekeeping
practice and education

Membership secretary:

• Oversee the ER2 database with respect to
membership, subscriptions and enrols new members
and renewals
• Confirms payment of subscriptions with the aid of the
Treasurer
• Creates and sends out emails regarding membership
through ER2 and SSDBKA email.
• Updates Swarm List and contact information
• BDI and BBKA capitation
• Extract Contact information from ER2 for use with
SSDBKA contact list on Google mail.
• Add additional items to members records as required
(Gif Aid, GPDR, Child protection, Basic completed,
Beginners completed etc

Communication Lead:

• Co-ordinate the website and posting of content
Facebook page
• Support the production of the Newsletter
• Support the sourcing of content from other areas of
the association
• Ensure that the website and social media are updated
regularly
• Co-ordinate regular communication with members
through the email database
• Promote the work of the association in the local media

Events Coordinator:

• Develop the association’s annual calendar of events
• Plan events to meet association and members needs
• Co-ordinate the refreshments for members at the
apiary and at ‘paid for’ events
• Co-ordinate the annual members survey
• Ensure that venues and speakers are hired, and
refreshments arranged
• Monitor the success of events and feedback to
improve future events

Health and Safety Lead:

• Ensure the association’s activities are conducted in a
safe manner and reduce the chance harm to members
and the general public
• Keep up to date with all regulations and legislation
related to the activities of the association and bring
to the attention of the committee any relevant new
legislation.
• Ensure that all assessments as required by legislation
are conducted and reviewed
• Recommend control measures and advise on the
standard of P.P.E issued to members whilst carrying out
any activities associated with the association
• Investigate any near miss incidents, record the
relevant findings and notify committee of all incidents
reportable under Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and
Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR)

AHAT Coordinator:

• Keep up to date with developments and training with
regards to Asian Hornet
• Share information throughout the association via all
communication links.
• Undertake any training and research with regards to
the Asian Hornet in the UK.
• Provide suitable training, and information to the
association with regards to the developments of Asian
Hornet in the UK. Such as identification, trapping, and
possible tracking where required.
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‘My Apiary’

Last summer Barry Crossley made the great
suggestion that we show pictures of our hives and
apiaries in the the Newsletter. In the July 2020
edition we featured members’ apiaries. We have
had lots of enthusiastic comments from members
wanting to see more.
As we all love to see how the other half keep their

bees here are a couple more members’ apiaries for
you to admire. Thanks to Ed and Phil for sharing.
So come on, why not join in and share a
photograph of your hives or apiary with fellow
beekeepers?
Send your apiary images to agreenman219@
gmail.com for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Ed Bennett our club secretary sent in this
seasonal image of bees on a beautiful frosty day
in February. The bees are no doubt clustered up
keeping warm and cosy waiting for sunshine and
spring so they can forage for pollen and nectar.

The hives face southerly over a large field system
somewhere to the west of Stafford.
The low sun, hoar frost on the trees and grazing
sheep in the distance complete this stunning
tranquil winter view.

Member Phillip Atkin sent in this image of his
bees enjoying a recent mild 10c day which has
given his bees the chance of taking cleansing and
orientation flights. Bees are also out and about
collecting water to take back to the hive for sharing.

The bees have to make the most of these warm
moments as they get ready for the spring and the
start of the new season.
Note the handy table and distinctive hive marking
to help the bees find their way back home.
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Stafford Bee Group presents ‘Swarms’
Stafford Bee Group offers a programme of lectures on beekeeping
as well as other related subjects.
To find out what’s going on, head over to the new Stafford Bee
Group website: staffordbeegroup.org to see more information and
register for future events.
The next lecture is on Thursday 4th March 2021 at 7:30pm:

Swarms, Swarming and Swarm Management
Roger Patterson is back to deliver the members’ lecture choice on the 4th March;
swarms, swarming and swarm management.
Roger started keeping bees in 1963, is a writer and speaker, and owns and
manages Dave Cushman’s website. He encourages beekeepers to use simple
management techniques and to keep good tempered, healthy and productive
bees that suit their location.

Virtual Spring Convention 16-18 April 2021
Optional video upload for a small additional charge
(£80 + VAT per video) will also be possible.

The 2021 BBKA Spring Convention,
16-18 April, is a great ‘Virtual’
event to look forward to. I hope
your Association will encourage
its members to put the dates in their diaries and
be ready to book once the website opens in
early April. To help with this, we attach adverts in
different sizes and formats that you can choose to
circulate or include in any local newsletter.

Our latest research has revealed significant
numbers of new recruits to beekeeping during
lockdown, keen to take part in the Convention.
The Association Area will be an opportunity
to demonstrate the benefits of Association
membership – and to share ideas. There will also
be a prize for the ‘best’ still photograph uploaded in
this area. If your Association is interested, please
contact Ray Green, conventionstewards@gmail.
com for further details, by 19th February.

The bonus of being virtual is that the Convention
will come to you, wherever you are, via your choice
of device: computer, tablet or smartphone. Despite
all the challenges, we will as usual offer a mix of
practical and scientific lectures and presentations,
on the topics most requested, directed at a range
of beekeeping experience, presented by the very
best of speakers.

Buzzing Quizzers
It is intended to have a light-hearted team quiz
at the Convention. Ideally this will be between
Association ‘teams’. Julian Routh julian.routh@
bbka.org.uk would be pleased to hear from budding
(or buzzing) quiz ‘teams’ of three members from
Associations. The intention is to hold preliminary
virtual heats to identify two teams with the best
combination of general and beekeeping knowledge.
Places will by necessity be limited, so if you would
like to take part, please contact Julian ASAP – and
certainly by 19th February.

The electronic Convention programme will be
available on the BBKA website from early March,
with full details of speakers and their talks. Entry
to the Virtual Tradeshow (AKA The Marketplace)
will be free and this will be everyone’s opportunity
to browse the latest beekeeping kit from multiple
suppliers, all under one ‘virtual’ roof and to take
advantage of special Convention offers!

The members of the Convention Committee look
forward to welcoming you to this year’s Convention,
with something for all! For more information,
programme updates and participation details,
please see BBKA News and the Spring Convention
pages of www.bbka.org.uk

Area Associations Area
Additionally, we are seeking expressions of
interest from BBKA Area Associations wishing to
have a free ‘stand’ in an ‘Associations Area’ of
the Convention website. This would enable you
to provide contact details, a weblink, a brief text
overview and up to four photographs of Association
activities.

Joyce Nisbet, BBKA
Trustee and Spring
Convention Chair
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For Sale

Ambrosia for sale

Marquee / Party Tent /Storage Unit

The Association is still able to offer members
Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant for sale.
Dont let your bees go with out food. Order now
for delivery/collection anytime by arrangement.
Please place your orders with Dayna White,
Quartermaster either via mobile: 07710 182468
or email: dayna.white@virgin.net

Size 4 x 8 metres with 2 metre high walls.
Complete with all poles and connectors ready to
assemble. Waterproof and easy to erect.
In serviceable condition and currently in dry
storage. Make us an offer and it could be yours.
Email: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
for more information.

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg

£15

Down on the Bee Farm

£15
Ambrosia Fondant 1 box of 5 x 2.5kg packs
Ambrosia is a ready mixed, high energy
combination of sucrose, glucose and fructose,
Ambrosia syrup and fondant bee food helps
bee colonies to survive winter food shortages
by mimicking the food that bees find in their
natural environment.
With the sugar in Ambrosia being very
concentrated, it does not ‘go off’ and the high
fructose content of the product ensures that it
will not crystallise.

I am Richard Lyndsey and I am looking for
staff to help in the management of a bee farm
and including all aspects of hive and honey
production including honey extraction and
jarring of products.
There’s a mixture of full, part time and shift
work during the season as well as flexible
options including weekends on rotation.
Beekeeping experience an advantage
Driving license required
Training will be given
Cannock area
So if you want to improve your beekeeping
skills working on a bee farm this year, why not
contact me for more information.
email: richardhoneyman217@gmail.com

Can you Find the Queen
In the Christmas edition of
the newsletter our clever
queen was hiding under the
crown boards that Trevor was
putting into winter storage in
the picture top right of page 4.
But after all the snow and
freezing weather where
is our queen this month?
Have a good look round the
Newsletter and see if you can
spot her.
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Every Little Helps...

Out-apiary sites...

We have the offer of a garden location in Lichfield
- near Pipe Hill Common - make contact through
Stuart Roberts.
We also have the possibility of two sites in the
Cannock area - contact Alan Greenman for the
latest information on this.

Will you have nucs of bees available
for sale this spring and summer?

If any members are planning to sell nucs of bees
this year please can you get in touch with the
club and let us know so that we can pass the
information on to members. Thank you.
Email: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
with details.

Club Subs are due now...

A big thank you to all those members who have
turned on Amazon Smile when buying goods
from Amazon.

Firstly, a big thank you to all those of you who
have paid your 2021 membership subscription.
To those that have not paid, you have until the
12th March deadline to make your payment.
Please help Claire George, our Membership
Secretary, by paying your club subscription as
soon as possible.
If you no longer wish to be a member of the
club, drop us an email and let us know.
Don’t want to miss out, please get those fees
paid up now. Thank you in anticipation.

It has generated significant income for the club
funds and as a well known supemarket always
says, ‘Every Little Helps’.
If you to want to help, go to the Amazon
Smile page on the club website:
southstaffsbeekeepers.com and learn how
you can help us fund our new marqee using
Amazon Smile.

Diary Dates - 2021

April

February / March / April

2nd Thursday - Novice beekeepers zoom meet - 7.00pm
3rd Thursday - Improver beekeepers zoom meet - 7.00pm
4th Thursday - Experienced beekeepers zoom meet - 7.00pm

March

4th - Stafford Bee Group = Roger Patterson - Swarms
18th - SS&DBKA Annual General Meeting

20th - Begineers lecture 1 via Zoom at 7.00pm
25th - BBKA module examinations being held
27th - Begineers lecture 2 via Zoom at 7.00pm

May

4th - Begineers lecture 3 via Zoom at 7.00pm
11th - Begineers lecture 4 via Zoom at 7.00pm
18th - Begineers lecture 5 via Zoom at 7.00pm
25th - Begineers lecture 6 via Zoom at 7.00pm

June

1st - Beginners practical sessions commence

20th/21st - BBKA mock module examinations being held

at the apiary (more information to follow later)

Items for the newsletter

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make
the subject “Item for the newsletter”.
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