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2020 reviewed and a peek at 2021...

Then going into Autumn we ‘tuned’ in to the
Stafford Bee Group who entertained and informed
us with ‘Chas and Dave’ and Ben the bee
inspector. There is still more to come next year so
make sure you put the dates in your diary.

Yes, an interesting year, what with
the floods early on, then the whole
pandemic thing, lockdown hair,
masks and no communal beekeeping,
holidays or parties.

So what does 2021 hold for us I hear you ask?

The AGM in March was held via email,
definitely a first for the club, then there was the
rise of Zoom, with most activities
happening on line, we had
live discussions and a ‘lock
down’ quiz, What would we
do without the internet?

The 2020 survey was well supported and we
received some bouquets and brickbats in equal
measure from you.
The committee has read and studied all
your replies and you will find them on the
club website. A big
thank you to Wendy
and her team for all
the work they did on
the survey.

We were kept informed and
supported by Stuart’s weekly
‘what’s on’ emails, phone
mentoring and even some
apiary visits to help out new
and concerned members.

Next year we will
return, covid rules
permitting, to Saturday
morning inspections at the
apiary, and Thursday evenings
will be beekeeper support time. See page 2 for the
very latest on how we plan to run the club in 2021.

But, we missed out on a honey show for the first
time in living memory, not to mention getting
together for bee safaris, social events and our end
of season BBQ.
Through all this, the bees just
carried on regardless, doing
what they do, collecting nectar
and pollen,
swarming and
generally being
bees.

We know that some of our members have
had covid or other debilitating illnesses this
year and we wish them all a speedy recovery
back to good health.
In conclusion the committee wish you all a
safe time over Christmas and on into 2021
and sincerely hope
that we can all get
back together doing
what we enjoy most,
namely working
with the bees and
talking bees and
beekeeping, not to
forget eating cake!

The apiary team, all six of them
backed up by a very efficient
quartermaster, looked after the
bees at Shugborough whilst we
were away, and thanks to their
stirling efforts we expect to have
strong colonies and nucs going into next year.
Thank you to the members who came to help
cut the grass and clean equipment over three
weekends in October and as you can see from the
pictures on page 5 it made a very big difference.

Alan G
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Club Educational Proposals for 2021
Following the absence of educational
offerings in 2020 and taking note of the
feedback in the annual survey, the following
is the club proposal for the 2021 season:

Novice Beekeepers

We feel that it is important to continue to support
the beginners from 2018 onwards and any other
beekeepers who think that they are lacking in
confidence. To this end we are planning to host
beekeeping chat sessions once a month.
These will initially be Zoom meetings but targeted
at beekeepers chatting to their peers. This is to
encourage open and honest discussions in a safe
environment.
The hope is that new beekeepers (3 years or less)
will discuss their beekeeping issues among friendly
like-minded people.
Novice meetings will be on every 2nd Thursday of
the month.

Beginners

The beginner course will run from Tuesday 20th
April at Wolseley Bridge (7pm start time).
Week 1. 20th April
Introduction to Beekeeping – Geoff Hopkinson
BEM, NDB
Frame Making – Stuart Roberts
Week 2. 27th April
Honeybee Biology –Trevor Smith
Mating Biology & Behaviour – Stuart Roberts
Week 3. 4th May
Hives, Tools & Other Hardware – Alan Greenman
Top Bar Hive – Barry Crossley
Week 4. 11th May
The Beekeeping Year – Julie Hamer
Forage – Jo Berriman
Week 5. 18th May
Swarming – Stuart Roberts
Feeding – Trevor Smith
Week 6. 25th May
Honeybee Pests & Diseases – Clive Stewart
Products of the Hive - Dayna White
Note: All lecturers are still to be confirmed

Improver Beekeepers

We will do the same for Improver beekeepers (3 - 5
years) but on every 3rd Thursday of the month.

Experienced Beekeepers

If for any reason we cannot meet at Wolseley
Bridge then the lectures will take place via Zoom.
The lectures will then be followed by 6 weeks
of practical sessions in the Shugborough apiary
starting at 7.00pm on the following dates:
Tuesday 1st June, Tuesday 8th June, Tuesday
15th June, Tuesday 22nd June, Tuesday 29th
June, Tuesday 6th July.
If for any reason we cannot meet at the apiary then
the class will be split into groups of a suitable size
that can meet. We may have to meet on different
days.
Mentors will be found for those beginners that wish
to have one.
Note: The practical leaders are still to be confirmed.
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On the 4th Thursday of the month we will have a
discussion for the more experienced beekeepers.
However, everybody is welcome to attend this
session.
So the education offering will look as follows:
When the apiary opens in May the meetings will
take place there (assuming that we are allowed to
meet in person).
The Saturday apiary sessions will be general hive
inspections led by one of the Apiary Working Group
(AWG) members. Unsupervised hive inspections
will not be allowed. However, hands-on supervised
inspections are to be encouraged.
Two separate ‘Bee Safaris’ have been scheduled
but are yet to be confirmed. There will also be a
‘healthy bees’ day which is still to be agreed with
the Regional Bee Inspector. It will either be on a
Saturday during the day or on a Thursday evening.
In addition to these sessions for the general
membership there will be separate sessions for
those people wishing for tuition relating to the
BBKA Basic Certificate. These will be theory
sessions covering the syllabus, either in the
classroom or by Zoom, and practical sessions in
the apiary demonstrating how the assessment
will run and how the candidate is to display their
knowledge to the assessor.
There may also be study groups set up to tackle
the BBKA theory modules depending upon demand
from the membership.
Stuart Roberts - Educational Coordinator

‘Lockdown Quiz’

During November we usuall meet up for a
pre Christmas social, either playing skittles or
throwing bean bag bees at flower targets while
missing the hornets.
But not this year, we had to be happy with a
socially distanced Zoom Quiz and very happy we
were trying to figure out the answers to a whole
pile of interesting questions set by our very own
Stuart ably assisted by Dayna complete with her
traditional antenna.
The special Lockdown Quiz produced the usual
winners and runners up and was enjoyed by all
with calls for us to do it again in the future.

www.southstaffsbeekeepers.com

and

Find us online.
To bring up the club website just type the following
into the browser search field:
www.southstaffsbeekeepers.com
Here you can find out all
about your club, where
our apiaries are, how to
recognise and deal with
a swarm and much much
more.
Find out more about club activites and members
services. Want to take a BBKA course or study for
your basic exam, find out how under the education
tab.
Paul Twibill does a great job running the website
for the club. Let us know what you would like to
see on the website.
email: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

Did you know that the club has a facebook page
and various WhatsApp groups running on line.
Load the facebook app and type South Staffs
Beekeepers into the search field to go and find out
what subscribers are talking about right now.
The club has a number of WhatsApp groups
running to enable members to keep in touch with
each other and share advice and experiences.

Club Survey results out now!
Go to the club website to see how we did in the
2020 survey, what did members think of club
activities and services in 2020?
Find out at www.southstaffsbeekeepers.com

We wish all of our members
a Safe and Healthy
Christmas and New Year
From the book The Boo Bees by Silvey-Jex
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Apiary Clean Up - thanks are due...
The apiary is looking neat and tidy again as winter
descends on Shugborough and the bees settle in
waiting for spring 2021.
Once the season was over with the bees treated
and fed it was time to finally catch up with the other
jobs that needed doing at the apiaries.
There was the grass and weeds to cut back, the
willow to be coppiced, boxes for scorching, good
frames to be put back into clean boxes separated
with newspaper to prevent wax moth, smokers,
queen excluders and crown boards for cleaning
and wax to be melted and filtered. So just a couple
of jobs to do then!
Late October and over three weekends socially
distancing teams of 6 members each made

Before

short work of all the cutting,
strimming, coppicing, cleaning
and tidying.
Howard cut down the willow
and a deal was done with the
National Trust where we traded
willow sticks for heavy duty
mowing thanks to Caroline.
Chris and Alan masterminded the whole operation
and we now have a tidy apiary indeed, including
storage sheds with repaired roofs and floors.
A big thank you to all the club members who
volunteered to come along and do the maintenance
work, thank you, well done.
Trevor - Apiary Coordinator

After

What a lot of willow...
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Stafford Bee Group presents ‘Our man Clive’
Stafford Bee Group offers a programme of lectures on beekeeping
as well as other related subjects.
To find out what’s going on, head over to the new Stafford Bee
Group website: staffordbeegroup.org to see more information and
register for future events.
The next lecture is on 7th January 2021 at 7:30pm:

The Importance of Apiary Hygiene

Clive Stewart has been keeping bees for twenty years and currently
manages over 40 colonies throughout Staffordshire. Clive provides a
honeybee removal service, and regularly advises authorities throughout the
UK on honeybee removal procedures, as well as providing training in bee
and pest removal. Clive will focus on the importance of apiary hygiene to
prevent the spread of pests and diseases, and give us some helpful tips.

Join BeeBase

Have you considered joining BeeBase?
The National Bee Unit have asked if we could
remind members with bees to register with
BeeBase using the following link: http://www.
nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm

Christmas feed for bees

BeeBase is a free service and is the Animal and
Plant Health Agency’s (APHA) National Bee Unit
website.

Observations from beekeepers and Bee Inspectors
across the UK suggest that some colonies of bees
are becoming short of food.
Please monitor your colonies throughout the
coming months and feed as required to ensure
your bees do not starve. A standard full size British
National colony needs between 20-25 kg (40lbs)
of stores to successfully overwinter. If they need
feeding at this time then fondant should be used.
This should be placed above the brood nest so that
the bees are able to access it easily.
For further information, please see the ‘Best
Practice Guidance No. 7 - Feeding Bees Sugar’
on the following BeeBase Page: http://www.
nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
It has also been observed that Varroa levels in
some hives are starting to increase again.
This may be due to a number of factors, but
the exceptionally mild weather this autumn has
encouraged some colonies to produce more brood
than usual which has allowed an increase in mite
reproduction.
Please monitor mite levels and treat accordingly.
For further information, please see the’ Managing
Varroa’ Advisory leaflet on the following BeeBase
Page: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.
cfm?pageid=167
National Bee Unit

It’s designed for beekeepers and offers advisory
leaflets, training manuals, fact sheets, information
on basic beekeeping, health bee plans, as well as
Beekeeping FAQs.
The website also has useful links and who to
contact should you need support from the NBU.
Being a member of Beebase is important as it
helps the NBU support beekeepers across the
country and helps us to effectively monitor and
control the spread of serious honeybee pests
and diseases, by helping to maintain and sustain
honeybees for the future.
If you’re not a member, please consider joining.

Fancy a mobile apiary like this!
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For Sale

Bee Seasons outside and in
Outside the Hive

Marquee / Party Tent /Storage Unit

Size 4 x 8 metres with 2 metre high walls.
Complete with all poles and connectors ready to
assemble. Waterproof and easy to errect.
In serviceable condition and currently in dry
storage. Make us an offer over £50 and it is yours.
Email: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
for more information.

Spring

Summer

Autumn

Winter

Spring - A few foragers bringing pollen in
Summer - Foragers building up
Autumn - Full foraging activity
Winter - Few foragers visible

Inside the Hive

For Sale

Slow cooker in working order, ideal for wax melting
when making candles @ £5
and a pair of size 9 genuine Dunlop wellington
boots for £10. Contact Phil Atkin on Tel: 07976
935416 for more information.
Phil is giving the proceeds from the sale to the club
fund for a new marquee.

Spring

Summer

Autumn

Winter

Spring - Queen lays 1600 to 2000 eggs per day
Summer - Bees hatch and numbers grow
Autumn - Bees store and cap honey in the cells
Winter - Bees rely on their stored food, forage for
water and take cleansing flights

For Sale

Deep (14x12) BS National
brood boxes.
Used but in good clean
condition. Takes 11x twelve
inch deep frames (not
included).
£10 each (proceeds of
sale goes to Club marquee fund.
Note: image above is for illustration purposes only,
not actual box.
First come, first served.
Email: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
for more information.

Can you Find the Queen

In the last edition of the newsletter our
resourceful queen was resting on the orange
super of the shared accomodation hive on page
2, top of first column.
Now, the winter months find our resourceful
queen hibernating somewhere safe and cosy,
but where is she? Have a good look round the
Newsletter and see if you can spot her.
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Money coming in to club

AGM 2021 - March 18th

The Club Annual General meeting is due to be held
on March 18th 2021.
The committee is looking for two members, one to
take on the role of Treasurer and one the role of
Events Coordinator helping to organise social events
for club members to participate in once we are able to
meet up again. (see below for job role details)
If you are interested in helping the club by taking
on either of these two roles please contact Alan
Greenman, Chairman or Stuart Roberts, Club
President for an informal chat.
E-mail: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

Treasurer:

• Accepts on behalf of the association all monies and
records it appropriately
• Pays on behalf of the association any authorised
expenditure
• Ensures all income and expenditure records
are kept up to date and an appropriate third party
examines the end of year accounts
• Keeps the committee informed of the current
situation with respect to finances
• Completes annual returns to Charity Commission
• Assists the President and Chairperson in preparing
budgets for the association priorities

A big thank you to all those members who have
turned on Amazon Smile when buying goods
from Amazon.
It has generated significant income for the club
funds and as a well known supemarket always
says, ‘Every Little Helps’.
If you want to help, go to the Amazon
Smile page on the club website:
southstaffsbeekeepers.
com and learn how
you can help us fund
our new marqee using
Amazon Smile.

Events Coordinator:

• Develops the association’s annual
calendar of events
• Plans events to meet association and
members needs
• Co-ordinates the refreshments for
members at the apiary and at ‘paid for’
events
• Co-ordinates the annual members
survey
• Ensures that venues and speakers are
hired, and refreshments arranged
• Monitors the success of events and
feedback in order to improve future
events

Club bulk honey for Sale

The club still has some buckets of last season’s
bulk honey available for members at a special
price of £3 per 1lb. Please write or email Ed
Bennett, club secretary, if you are interested in
purchasing some buckets of club honey.

See page 8 below for news of a
special Christmas Lecture by Ann Chilcott
Items for the newsletter

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make
the subject “Item for the newsletter”.
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South Staffordshire & District
Beekeepers Association

Christmas Lecture
Tuesday 29th December 2020
7.30pm
via Zoom - link will be sent to you

Ann Chilcott has been keeping bees for
16 years in the Scottish Highlands.
She started out with a plan to keep just a couple of
colonies in the garden but it snowballed.
She was bitten by the bug and developed bee fever for
which there is no known cure to date.
She is interested in teaching, beekeeping and writing
and blogging about bees.

Tonight’s presentation is about her visit to
Andrew Abrahams on the island of Colonsay
to learn about the native honey bee reserve
and managing 50 colonies on a windswept
marginal west coast island.

Founded in 1913

