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Honey Bee Experience Day goes Ahead
We held the first and only Honey Bee
Experience Day (HBED) on Sunday at
Staffordshire Wildlife Centre. We usually
use the gatehouse for such events with
a maximum of 15 guests. However, with
social distancing in place we had to use
the large conference room in the main
building. There was a one-way system
in place and we had to wear masks.
There were also restrictions around how
many people at a time in the toilets etc.

We made our way over to the orchard,
which is where the bees had been
placed at 6 am that morning. With
lit smokers and clean hive tools, Jo
Berriman and Dayna White took two
groups of six people through a hive
each. This
lasted for
about 30
minutes and
again there
were lots of interesting
questions. After using the
time to get some good
photographs it was the
end of the session.

As the guests arrived we took their temperature
to ensure that there was
no-one with a fever and
we had also asked them to
let us know if they had any
of the government issued
symptoms.

We made our way
back into the centre to present certificates to the
delegates. There was lots of good feedback and
we have had four people sign up for our beginner
course in 2021 and three other people have
requested application forms.

We could only accommodate
13 delegates and 12 of the
13 turned up. They were an enthusiastic bunch and
asked lots of really good questions.
The session is basic bee and beekeeping
information (overload) for about 3 hours and then
the last hour is looking in some bee hives. Most
people followed the written instructions and bought
reasonable
clothing and
footwear.
We then issued
a freshly
laundered
and sealed
beekeeping veil
and cuffs for
them to wear.

All in all, a good day for South Staffs Beekeepers
Association. Let's just hope the beginner course
can go ahead next April.
Thanks are due to Jo and Dayna for helping me
prepare for the day
and helping with
the day itself and
to Alan Greenman
for producing the
certificates.
Stuart Roberts

‘We need your HELP’ - see page 6
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Shared Accomodation

Ups and Downs...

A Beekeepers Life is one of ups and downs.
My story begins with the arrival of a swarm in my
garden in the spring of 2017. Encouraged by a
local beekeeper and the donation of a hive, much
to my wife’s dismay they prospered and we even
had a honey harvest in our first year. In August
2018, my beekeeper mentor upped sticks and
emigrated to Perth Australia, leaving me with two
additional colonies and his equipment.
What to do? Join South Staffs Beekeepers and
learn from them. Completed beginners’ course
in year one, passed Basic exam in year two, did
module 2 this year, hives increased to 4 all doing
well. Survived the winter of the beast from the east,
winning entries in the honey show and helping on
the committee. Thanks to those members who
helped.
Summer of 2019 two hives became queenless and
united to my last two colonies. Then over the winter
of 2019/20, they died out. Thought I did everything
right, disaster, give up, what to do?

The explanation that came with the above
photograph goes as follows:
“So since the season is short in Canada, even if
the queen lays 2,000 eggs a day and they live for
20 days the colonies are capped at 40,000 bees.
So in theory, the practice of grouping the two hives
together like this means that they live longer.
I got the trick from a Swiss beekeeper, it also works
for small nuclei and small clusters.
Maybe you dont need this for your area but if your
neighbour had multiple swarms, he may have
multiple small colonies later in the season, which is
not good for honey production”.
This is from a colleague of my neighbour who lives
in Canada. The entrance to the green box is at
the back, but both colonies have access to all the
supers.
C&A Brewin

Encouraged once again, I set up a bait hive in my
sunny front garden with advice from Stuart. In
no time at all a swarm arrived and set up home,
relocated and re-hived (white sheet method). Then
the very next day I was donated a second strong
swarm, later that afternoon I collected swarm in
Penkridge on a gatepost, after a phone call from
Keith Stratton who was busy himself.
Once again all doing well, growing steadily.
Needless to say, I’m up and running once again,
life is good and Karen my wife is a convert too.
We just need corona virus to go away and our
association to come back to life.
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Phil Atkin

In the Sugar Business

Some years ago Steve Smith and I went up to
Nottingham to give a presentation to Bidvest on
their Sustainability Day.
We were received very well and we had fun and
did some honey tasting but the main aim of the
visit was to use the sugar that was being sent for
disposal to feed our bees and to use what was not
fit for human consumption effectively.
As one beekeeper said to me “if we can get sugar
at low cost or free then we can give every swarm
we collect a chance of life” and I used this quote at
the end of our Nottingham presentation.
To date we have collected tonnes of sugar from
the Birmingham Bidvest depot which we put into
buckets for distribution.
Sugar as we all know quickly goes hard if it gets
damp and of course it attracts ants, so good well
sealed buckets are very important.
As an association initially we purchased some
buckets thanks to the help given by David
Rawsthorne, these quickly disappeared into our
beekeeping fraternity so now we have to say “No
bucket means No Sugar” and it is working.

‘dodgy dealing from the back of a car’

Some members have acquired buckets for us and
Brian Harvey has found buckets, sometimes odd
shapes and sizes, for us but the ones he got from
the prison that hold mayonnaise are of really high
quality so thanks, Brian, it’s a good job you spend
time in the prison.
Steve Smith does most of the running around
collecting the sugar and has a good relationship
with the contact there. We then meet up and
decant the sugar into the buckets ready for
collection.
Mel took the photo of us complete with a new
scoop which makes the job so much easier and
entitled it “Three suspicious characters caught in
the act of a bit of dodgy dealing from the back of a
car”.
We wrote to Bidvest recently, thanking them for
their continued support, and received a nice reply
saying that they were happy to continue giving us
the sugar to feed the bees.
We will continue to collect and distribute sugar
but the quantities during this period of pandemic
have been lower than we usually receive but we
will continue distribute what we receive as fairly as
possible.
					

Chris Shaw
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Do you want to know more about beekeeping?
The Module 2 Study Group
Honey Bee Products and Forage

The module 2 syllabus, the ‘Mid
Bucks’ study notes and past
papers can all be downloaded
from the South Staffs BKA
website.
See below for the proposed
timetable. Note that each Zoom
online session starts at 7.00pm
and lasts for two hours.
I hope that you can join me.
Trevor

These sessions will be led by Trevor Smith and
delivered online via Zoom on the first Monday of
each month, October 2020 to March 2021.
The Study group is open to all members of South
Staffs BKA and will be delivered free of charge.
All are welcome regardless of experience or
knowledge base.
One of the aims of the Study Group is to prepare
members for the BBKA Module 2 examination, in
March 2021.
It has not been confirmed yet as to whether the
examinations will in fact take place or in what form
(paper or online).
There is no compulsion to take the exam but an
increased knowledge and understanding will only
improve our beekeeping, the health and well being
of the bees and in this case the quality of the honey
we process.

Module 2 Time Table 2020 – 2021
October 5th 2020 - general quiz
November 2nd 2020 - syllabus 2.1 - 2.6
December 7th 2020 - syllabus 2.7 - 2.11
January 4th 2021 - syllabus 2.12 - 2.17
February 1st 2021 - syllabus 2.18 - 2.23

It’s a small world !

Beer from Honey?

South Staffordshire and District Beekeeping
Association was recently contacted by
Gentlewood Brewery who are based in
Gentleshaw, just outside Rugeley.
The brewery specialises in traditional cask ales
using local hops and grains. They wanted to
make honey beer, so contacted the association
to purchase some.
On the 1st
September
the brewery
launched
‘The Bees
Knees’, a
golden beer
which is being
sold in local
pubs.
You can find out
more or follow
the brewery on
facebook.com/

I recently completed a survey about recycling and
green issues and won a hamper.
The hamper was delivered today while I was in the
middle of inspecting my bees.
The organisers wanted a picture to show the prize
being delivered and when I opened the hamper it
included a pot of Dave Rawsthorne’s honey!
It’s a small world!
Gerry Round

4

Stafford Bee Group presents ‘Chas and Dave’
Stafford Bee Group offers
a programme of lectures
on beekeeping as well
as other related subjects
To find out more, head
over to the new Stafford
Bee Group website:
staffordbeegroup.org

Charles Davis

Charles is a Stafford lad, who on the
21 November 2012 became a freeman
of the borough due to servitude.
Charles completed his joinery
apprenticeship at English Electric
where he met an avid beekeeper, Reg
Williams, who is an original member of
Stafford Bee Group and South Staff’s
Beekeeping Association. Charles was
self-employed for 35 years and has
been making beehive equipment on
and off for over 50 years, originally for Reg and
now for himself. When he retired aged 63, he
decided it was time to investigate beekeeping.

Due to COVID
restrictions, Stafford Bee
Group will be delivering
lectures virtually,
which will give you the
opportunity to see lectures from the comfort your
own home. The lectures are on the first Thursday
of every month, starting at 7.30pm.

Before attending a beekeeping course, he made
four WBC hives and Reg gave him bees for his first
two colonies. He has kept bees for 10 years, has
two out apiary locations both using national hives,
the WBCs are used at the home apiary. Charles
enjoys listening to various speakers and is always
happy to try new methods. Charles thinks of
himself as a practical beekeeper, he has enjoyed
the challenge of raising his own queens. In 2018
and 2019, he won first prize at the national honey
show for his wax entry, as well as winning first prize
at North Staffs and South Staffordshire Beekeeping
Association. Due to COVID19 restrictions, he has
taken on the task of re-designing the garden at
home to keep himself busy.

Lectures for 2020
8th October 2020
– An evening with Chas and Dave
Charles Davis has been keeping bees for over
10 years and David Rawsthorne is a commercial
beekeeper with over 30 years’ experience. They
will talk about how they started, why they are
passionate about beekeeping and let you in
on a few beekeeping secrets. There will be an
opportunity to answer questions from members,
so if you have any questions for Charles or David
please send them to contact@staffordbeegroup.org

David Rawsthorne

David started his journey into beekeeping in 1984
when he inherited 2 empty WBC hives from his
Auntie Daisy who had kept bees from the age of
14 up until she was 80 years of age. He now keeps
mainly commercial hives.

5th November 2020 – No accounting for bees
Matthew Ingram is a bee farmer from Tamworth in
Staffordshire and will be talking about his journey
from accountancy into beekeeping and bee
farming, along with his experiences working on an
Australian bee farm. He will then talk about honey
extracting and the facilities he uses and hires out to
other beekeepers, followed by a Q&A.

David joined the South Staffs beekeeping course
at Shugborough and so started his love of
beekeeping. David is from a farming background
and was training to become a farm manager when
he contracted brucellosis and was advised by his
consultant to leave the farming industry. He worked
at Universal Grinding Wheel for 19 years and was
then asked by his brother John to take over the
seed drilling side of the farm, which he agreed to
and he went self-employed. As his beekeeping
expanded, he now runs the two activities together.
David was a founder member of the reformed
Stafford Bee Group and looks forward to the time
when the meetings can commence. He is also a
member of the Bee Farmers Association.

3rd December 2020 – An Inspector calls
David Matthews is a Chartered Environment Health
Practitioner with 44 years’ experience. David
started his environmental health career in 1976
and is now a guest lecturer at universities including
Wolverhampton and Coventry. David will talk about
the food hygiene requirements for honey producers
and what to expect when an inspector comes to
call.

5

We need your help to
tidy up the apiary for winter

The Apiary Work Group
teams at Shugborough and
Hilton have spent a lot of
time this year looking after
our club bees. They have done a really great
job ensuring that the hives will be strong and
healthy for when we return to the apiaries in
2021.
We owe them a very big thank you for
carrying out this work during the difficult
lockdown conditions in force this year.
But now, as in previous years, we need
your help to tidy up the apiaries and clean
equipment ready for next year.
The following dates and times have been
earmarked for groups of 6 volunteers to
attend for two hours to either help cut the
grass, tidy the site or clean the equipment.

First Aiders required

Saturday October 10th
at 10.00am or 1.00pm

The club requires ‘first aiders’ on site when we
get back to meeting up again.
As part of a health and safety initiative we would
like to have a trained first aider on site at all
times when members are present.
The club is prepared to arrange training via the
St John Ambulance Service for those who don’t
already have a certificate.
If you are interested in taking training, please
send your contact details to Ed Bennett,
SS&DBKA secretary via the following email:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

Saturday October 17th
at 10.00am or 1.00pm
Saturday October 24th
at 10.00am or 1.00pm

We will of course be observing the latest
covid rules and regulations as regards
masks and social distancing. We will also
supply hand cleansing facilities.
You will have to register in advance that you
wish to help and leave your contact details
with us.

Can you Find the Queen

Please bring your bee suit and note that
there are no changing facilities on site.

In the July edition of the newsletter our
resourceful queen was admiring Chris Williams’s
face masks in the picture on page 4, second
column, on the right side of the image, bottom
yellow mask..
As the nights draw in our long lived queen may
be looking for a safe place to spend the winter
months. Have a good look round the Newsletter
and see if you can spot her.

If you would like to support your club by
attending one of these ‘Clean Up’ sessions
please send an email to Alan Greenman at
agreenman219@gmail.com and ask to be
added to the ‘Apiary clean up list’ for one or
more of the above sessions.
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A place in the country

Hello beekeepers,
I have been filling my garden with plants to attract
insects and as a result I have a garden currently
teeming with bees. The garden is around half an
acre and I have two large swathes of lavender as
well as other flower beds.
We are just outside of Yoxall, Staffordshire.
Would any of you beekeepers be interested in
siting a hive in my garden?
reply to: marian.brown@icloud.com
Marian Brown

Orange Melomel mead
bubbling
in the sunshine

Go to the Amazon Smile page on the club
website: southstaffsbeekeepers.com and learn
how you can help us fund a new marqee using
Amazon Smile.

Social Events

The Club committee is looking for a member who
would be happy to help organise social events for
club members to participate in once we are able to
meet up again.
If you have any ideas for club activities please contact Alan or other member of the committee team
for an informal chat.

Club bulk honey for Sale

The club still has some buckets of last season’s
bulk honey available for members at a special
price of £3 per 1lb. Please write or email Ed
Bennett, club secretary, if you are interested in
purchasing some buckets of club honey.

What’s on - diary dates - 2020

Due to Covid-19, events have been cancelled until further notice.
Please check the club website for the latest information...

Items for the newsletter

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make
the subject “Item for the newsletter”.
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