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Lock down hair styles -‘looking good’

Russell

Ches
Ed & Jessica

David

Alan

Kate

Thank you to all the brave beekeepers
who were prepared to show you their
wonderful ‘lockdown’
hair. We will probably
not see the like of it
again.

Claire

Claire thought nothing of
it when she agreed to let
Margaret give her hair ‘a
little tidy up’.

Stuart
Little did she realise that Margaret
was using the horse clippers and
rather a lot of hair was lost in just
one ‘clip’.

Keri

Claire has now resorted to
protective equipment and hiviz to make sure she doesn’t
e 4
pag r
o
t
get caught out a second
Go uy yo u ks
time!
to b e mas
fac
bee
The harrowing experience
resulted in Claire’s hair going
a wonderful purple colour,
but I must say that I like it,
quite a fetching look. AG
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Beginner beekeepers with a difference
Apparently David Beckham, that immaculate
crosser of the ball from his wing half position on
the football field has taken up beekeeping. This is
according to a short T.V. item showing him nailing
up a recently purchased hive, plus a brood frame.

First Aiders required

The club requires ‘first aiders’ on site when we
get back to meeting up again.
As part of a health and safety initiative we would
like to have a trained first aider on site at all
times when members are present.
The club is prepared to arrange training via the
St John Ambulance Service for those who don’t
already have a certificate.
If you are interested in taking training, please
send your contact details to Ed Bennett,
SS&DBKA secretary via the following email:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

The hive in question was the costly Flow hive, a
most curious choice for a beginner, but we must
remember this was not a home movie captured
by his wife Victoria but in reality he would be most
likely surrounded, off camera, by a producer,
a personal assistant, camera man and sound
engineer. It is not impossible that within this scrum,
there would be a beekeeping advisor.

July 2020 - This week (13-19 July)
is Bees’ Needs Week

Bees’ Needs Week is a campaign co-ordinated
by Defra to raise awareness of the importance of
bees and other pollinators, and to provide practical
advice on what we can all do to support them.
Many organisations are working together to
encourage everyone who can, to do simple things
at home - like growing more flowers and cutting
grass less often - to help our precious pollinators
thrive, and to engage further with nature through
citizen science initiatives.

David, since retiring from top flight football, has
made good use of his name, advertising quality
goods on T.V. and the appropriate magazines. Will
he emerge, after one season as the new prophet of
beekeeping.
Another T.V.
notable who has
always been
ready to rise up
the ranks is Alan
Titchmarsh , who
has been featured
in his own
garden, advising
the viewers on
Channel 3 on
basic garden
skills. In other words, a challenge to the B.B.C.’s
Monty Don. He now apparently has three white
W.B.C s in his excellent garden. His recent
programme however reveals that his hives are still
empty of bees. We now have two individuals with
high media profiles who may or may not stay the
course, although neither of them can afford to fail.
As we say up north, and which Alan would fully
understand, ‘them as live longest, sees most’.
Geoff Hopkinson

There’s more information on the Bees’ Needs
Website. Throughout the week a variety of content
will be shared online including:
• Why bees are important animation
• Day in the life of a beekeeper video
• Educational resources including bumble bee
identification
• Information on the UK Pollinator Monitoring
Scheme
Get involved with Bees’ Needs Week on Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook using #BeesNeeds
The committee hope that you
are all keeping well and that
you are able to look after your
bees during these trying times.
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Class of 2019 - a new beekeeper’s story
I am Russell and I did the beginners course last
year and took my nuc of bees to their new home in
Derrington last summer.
Everything went great, the bees were building
some stores and drew out most of the foundation in
my brood box by the time September came.
Just after Christmas I put some fondant on as the
bees were running low on supplies. They seemed
to be taking it and a reasonable sized hole had
developed in the fondant by the middle of February
and hopefully the weather would be getting
warmer.
Then it rained and then it went cold, so even
though there was forage around the bees, they
were not getting out. A quick check at the start of
March reassured me as there were lots of bees
visible under the Perspex quilt.

Two weeks later, still cold, there were fewer bees
visible but plenty of fondant available.
A week later there was no sign of any bees
beneath the quilt!
On investigation I could see dead bees head first
into cells at the bottom of a number of frames and
lots of dead bees on the floor with loads of fondant
still on top of the frames, this made no sense, at
least not to me.
A distraught email to Stuart later, and I learnt that
unfortunately this happens, the bees seem to
prefer to stay warm rather than go into the cold to
feed on the fondant above them.
I now have a new a nuc of bees in the brood box
and plenty of flowers around the hive, so hopefully
they will be better set for next winter………..fingers
crossed.
Russell Barlow

Roof repairs required

Its a bees life...
- a little reminder

The Apiary Work Group reported that the clean
equipment roof was leaking, and that all the newly
cleaned hive boxes and equipment were getting
wet and dirty. The last temporary roof repair had
blown away in the storms earlier in the year.
It looked like all the members’ hard work cleaning
equipment was going to be lost.
The Club is waiting for the National Trust to give
us the green light to erect new store sheds and
perhaps even a honey extraction room but for now,
this is on hold.
Then Alan Brewin stepped forward and said I can
repair that for the club.
Alan and Chris Brewin already do a lot for the club,
running one of the three teams looking after the
bees at Shugborough.
Alan was as good as his word and we now have a
new waterproof roof to take us through the winter.
A big thank you Alan from all of us. THANK YOU

Before repair

After repair

The Honey Bee Life Cycle
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We all need face masks now - Get yours here...
I am making face masks in aid of Childline, a
service whose call rate has increased significantly
since lockdown. Get your facemasks now, ready to
use in the shops from July 24th.
The masks are made from washable fabric with an
aluminium nose piece. There are a limited number
of the yellow bee fabric ones, beautifully modelled
by Kate and Charles, but plenty of other fabrics,
and colours are available. There is also a range of
smaller sizes for children in child suitable fabrics.
They cost £5.00 each on
collection from us at The
Mount, Creswell Drive,
Stafford, ST189QS,
otherwise it is an extra
£1.00 towards post and
packing.
Order via text:
07775 606834
to me, Chris Williams.

Kate and Charles - two very satisfied customers!

FOR SALE

Traditional WBC Hive complete with new National
Brood Chamber, and 2 National Supers.
All boxes have 11 new Hoffman frames with
wired foundation, and the brood box has a
Dummy Board.
Also included are a wired Queen Excluder and
Crown Board, both new.
The WBC has a solid floor with entrance lift, plus 3
lifts which will take up to 3 supers.
Excellent Value at £220 ono. Contact Brian
Harvey on brianrvs@hotmail.com

Do you want some Versotiles?
We are planning to place an order for a
number of versotiles for the club apiaries.
If you would like to buy some Versotiles
through us then please tell Dayna how
many you would like and we will add it to
our order. If we can get a big enough order
we may get discount. Current price for a
standard Versotile is £15.
The Versotile™ is an all British plastic
cover that fits above or below a national
super or brood box that makes it bee proof
for transportation and storage.
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The internal
dimensions of a
Versotile™ are 475
mm x 475 mm x
24 mm deep. Each
Versotile™ weighs
just under 900
grams.
Go to: www.
versotile-beehivecover.co.uk for all
the information
about versotiles.

Have you got your Club cap?

Ambrosia for sale

The latest addition to our club merchandise is
this very smart baseball cap in navy blue with
gold lettering on the front.

The Association is pleased to be able to offer
members Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant for sale
at last year’s prices.
Order now for delivery Aug/Sept 2020.
Please place your orders with Dayna White,
Quartermaster either via mobile: 07710 182468
or email: dayna.white@virgin.net
by August 1st 2020 at the latest

One size fits all. Just £10 buys this very special
item. And don’t forget the smart enamel club
badges still available at £5 each from Dayna
White, Quartermaster.

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg

£15

£15

Jars and Buckets

Ambrosia Fondant 1 box of 5 x 2.5kg packs

Honey Jars:
1lb jars will be £25 per box of 72 and
12oz jars will be £6 for 25 - bring your own bag or
box to take them away.
Honey Buckets:
12lb (5.6 litre) buckets - 5 for £9 or 10 for £17.50
30lb buckets - £3.50 each - limited number so
please order them ASAP.

Ambrosia is a ready mixed, high energy
combination of sucrose, glucose and fructose,
Ambrosia syrup and fondant bee food helps
bee colonies to survive winter food shortages
by mimicking the food that bees find in their
natural environment.
With the sugar in Ambrosia being very
concentrated, it does not ‘go off’ and the high
fructose content of the product ensures that it
will not crystallise.

Please place your jars and bucket orders with
Dayna White, Quartermaster either via mobile:
07710 182468 or email: dayna.white@virgin.net

Varroa Treatment

We will be using Apistan varroa control to
treat the club bees for varroa this autumn.
If you would like to purchase some for your
bees please contact Dayna White, Club
Quartermaster to place your order before
August 1st.
A packet of ten strips of Apistan bought
from the club is £21.
It is very easy to apply, simply insert two
strips in the brood box of a standard colony
for six weeks at the end of the honey
season.
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Letter from an Apiarist

The author of this story is Tommy Spender who is
an apiarist at Mossy Willow Farm in Australia
I want to tell you another story. A story of fresh
honey still warm from the ambient heat of the
day—cooled from the beating of thousands of
wings in unison. I want to tell you about the look
on my boys’ faces as they deliriously gulp and
guzzle fresh comb, laughing and proud at the sheer
magic of it. I want to tell you about the sound of a
beehive on a hot day in a backyard. You
can put your ear to it and it sounds like a
supercomputer, full of fans, gulping in the
fresh air current, evenly circulating cool
air through the hot frames.

I want to tell you a story about my love of the bees.
It’s a story that gets me into my grubby, hot suit on
a 37-degree day to be amongst a fearsome and
dangerous insect. To stand sweating and bathed
in pine-needle smoke and the bristling, alarming
stink of two-heptanone (an alarm pheromone given
off by guarding bees). To be okay with
the laser-like puncture of a sting, even
through a pair of jeans and a suit, and
the throbbing, itching ache sometimes
days later.
People ask me if I do it because of
honey, or if I’m trying to save the bees
from extinction. They’re part of it, but it’s
the story that soothes my wrists, bristling
with stingers and bee guts, that I’m most
passionate about. It’s a story that spans millions of
years, to a time before dinosaurs, and it’s one I’m
teaching to my two young sons.

As the day gets hotter, the pitch of their
song climbs higher. I want to tell you
about my poor son’s swollen hand, like
a young bear cub howling to his mother
as I guilty cursed myself for not giving him gloves.
The pain of that sting perfectly twisted around the
sweetness of the reward forever in his memory.
Pleasure and pain. Respect and awe.

You see, when you crack the wax seal of a
beehive, you open a chapter to a large and very
powerful book written by over 80,000 females
that tell the tales of gardens, orchards and
canopies from a five kilometre radius to where
you stand. They speak of the seasons and rain,
the temperatures and the sum total of wind, the
perfumes and breath of the blossoms.

But the most important story I want to tell you is
about the love my sons have for “our girls”. They
proudly recite facts and figures they pick up. They
share honey with their friends and teachers. They
keenly watch as foraging girls land in our garden
and wonder from which hive they belong. Who
is their family? Where do they live? What is her
story?

In summer, the book is large, groaning under the
weight of abundance and drunken tails of golden
pollen and nectar—of boughs of almond blossom,
eucalyptus and jasmine. In winter it folds itself in
and becomes quiet and subdued, pondering those
heady warm days in subdued and melancholy
quietude.

They connect with these creatures with more
reverence and respect than any trophy animal in
a zoo. They know only to fear them when they are
potentially threatening the boundary to a hive. They
see the magic in nature through these divine and
selfless girls. The story is there for them in vivid
buzzing life. It is a story that I hope they too will be
able to teach their children.

To the untrained eye, these chapters look like
neatly stacked boxes sitting in a garden, field or
rooftop. But within these boxes are eight to 10
double-sided pages. The pages are coded and
printed in 3D and are a perfect work of dazzling
non-fiction, written by 80,000 journalists and one
royal editor.

A recommended read by Chris Brewin
Mossy Willow Farm is a thriving market garden that
uses regenerative, no-till practices and feeds more
than 500 people a week. Based in Main Ridge on
the southern coast of Victoria, Australia.

Each waxy word perfectly balanced, each broody
sentence expertly structured. They speak of the
queen and her children, her flight and the airborne
orgy she has with multiple males. They speak of
the birth of summer, the withering of the flowers.
The health of water and orchards. And the best bit
is, if you’re patient and respectful, you get to eat
some of the pages.
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‘My Apiary’

Barry Crossley made a really great suggestion to
me recently. He said,
‘I think that it would be a good idea if we shared
photographs of our own apiaries with other club
members via the Newsletter.’
Well, we are are all nosy and like to see how the
other half live so here are a few members apiaries
to be going on with.
Why not share a photograph of your apiary.
Send to agreenman219@ gmail.com for inclusion
in the next newsletter.

Dayna White sent in this beautiful photograph
of her apiary showing the hives basking in the
summer sunshine. Looking good Dayna.

Above is Barry’s Apiary picture captioned:
‘What started off as four hives just a few weeks ago
has rapidly expanded to nine, three of them nucs,
one a new split and the half size top bar currently
empty trialling as a bait hive. Not sure all are queen
right yet though.’

Howard Price
lost all his hives
in a flash flood
earlier this year.
It really set him
back but Howard
was determined to
start again. Five
months later and
with the help of
a few beekeping

AG
My small apiary sits in the corner of a field
surrounded by wild flowers. The photograph was
taken at 9.00pm on June 21st, the longest day of
the year. The small hive was an artificial swarm
from the larger hive performed in early May 2020.
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colleagues Howard
is back in business
with a brand new
apiary. It is so
good to see it that
we have included
two views of the
new apiary with
its matching blue
hives. Well done
Howard

Queen Rearing and Social Distancing!
Dave Rawsthorne phoned to ask if I was thinking
of doing some queen rearing as he had started
and would have some larvae left over if I wanted
to take part. Queen rearing is something I’ve
attempted over the last 4 years, sometimes
successfully, sometimes not but always it has been
challenging. I know many people may say it’s quite
simple, however, as with everything beekeeping
sometimes it doesn’t proceed as you think it might!
So with social distancing in mind I visited Dave’s
apiary.

I thought I would give a couple of weeks before
checking. The second time I had five cells, four of
them became sealed cells and today I’ve placed
them in the mating boxes.
One thing I have tried to do is record as much
information as possible so that I improve each
time. For example, the first attempt was on a cool
evening and I think the eggs may have got chilled,
so second time
it was a warmer
evening. I’ve
prepared mating
boxes and try to
obtain the nurse
bees from another
site, rather than the
site I’m keeping the
queens on in order
to reduce bees
absconding back to
their original hive.
One thing I have
been doing over the
last three years is to
score my queens,
i.e. Are they docile;
Do they keep still
on the comb and Is
there a good brood
pattern? The queen
Dave is using is a
Denmark queen, which is particularly docile, keeps
very still on the comb and are good foragers. His
site we went to is where he was planning to hold
the Bee Safari for club members. Dave has been
successful with his queen rearing.

Dave uses the Jenter system, which is a plastic
box with false cells, for the queen to lay in. The
Jenter box is placed in a frame of foundation and
then Dave puts the box in a hive for 2 – 3 days for
the bees to get used to. The queen is then placed
into the Jenter box to lay, the workers can get to
the queen as normal. Dave removes the queen
after 24 hours but leaves the Jenter box in the hive

I have a different cupkit than the Jenter system
which I intend to try out on one of my own queens.
It’s really exciting to rear your own queens;
however, you have to accept there may be some
challenges along the way.
Charles and Kate Davis
and on day 4 the box is removed, and the larvae is
harvested. The benefit of removing the queen after
24 hours is that you know the age of the larvae and
the approximate date of emerging.

Can you Find the Queen

In the May edition of the newsletter our
resourceful queen was inspecting Kate and
Charles’s woodpile in the picture on page 6, first
column, the right side image of the pair..
But she has better thigs to do in this issue. Have
a good look round the Newsletter and see if you
can spot her.

Of the five cells I harvested, one progressed to full
term and (hopefully) is on her way to be mated.
The nuc box the first queen is in, is very busy and
they are taking in pollen, but I’ve not done any
inspection yet.
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Fermented Honey Wanted

Hive inspections to restart

Phil Atkin is looking for fermented honey to make
mead with. If anybody has any fermented honey
or honey that is not fit for sale can they get in
touch with Phil on
telephone number:
07976935416.
Phil also has a trailer
for sale. It is 5ft x
4ft and is priced at
£120 for a quick sale.
Ring Phil for more
information.

To all club members.
We are thinking of opening up some sessions at
Shugborough and Hilton Green for club members
to attend and observe hive inspections being
carried out by the three Apiary Work Group teams.
There will also be an opportunity to ask questions.
We will be observing the latest covid rules and
regulations as regards social distancing.
You will have to be dressed in your bee suit when
you arrive as there are no changing facilities on
site.
You will also have to register and leave contact
details with us in the event that we need to contact
you.
We can only accommodate small groups to start
with, probably a maximum of four per session.
If you are interested in attending one of these
sessions please can you send an email to Alan
Greenman at agreenman219@gmail.com and ask
to be added to the ‘Hive inspection List’.
We will allocate places on a first come first served
basis and notify you which session you can attend.
At present, sessions take place on either a
Monday, Wednesday or Saturday morning.

Club bulk honey for Sale

The club still has some buckets of last season’s
bulk honey available for members at a special
price of £3 per 1lb. Please write or email Ed
Bennett, club secretary, if you are interested in
purchasing some buckets of club honey.

What’s on - diary dates - 2020

Due to Covid-19, events have been cancelled until further notice.
Please check the club website for the latest information...

Items for the newsletter

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make
the subject “Item for the newsletter”.
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