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Founded in 1913

Honey Bees and Hornets

Dayna White and
her buzzing game
sensation...

Great hilarity was had by all at the
recent club social event. We were
playing ‘Honey bees and Hornets’,
and yes, as you say very topical.
Designed and made by Dayna, this
great game gets you, the beekeeper,
to throw three bee shaped bean bags
at the flower target to score points whilst
making sure you miss the hornets.
Of course, hitting a hornet loses you points!

It is quite adictive once you get your eye in and
the teams of 4 beekeepers were well up for the
challenge so it all got very competitive.
At half time we enjoyed baked potatoes with
a delicious range of fillings followed by fruit
crumble and custard cooked and served up by
Lynne, Claire and Zoe.
Thank you to Dayna and the event organisers for
their hard work and to all the members who turned
up on a cold night for some good old fashioned fun.

The future is looking bright for the bees at Shugborough

On the 16th December, we met with the National Trust at Shugborough. The meeting was very positive,
with the NT viewing the club as a valued stakeholder and clearly wanting the bees to remain on site.
We talked about the need to improve the apiary, have better storage facilities, the possibility of having a
more permanent building and how we could work closer together.
The NT also have ideas about the future and over the next 12 months we have agreed to work together
exploring options to see how we can integrate further. We will meet again in the Spring. WW

We wish all of our members
a very Merry Christmas,
and happy beekeeping in 2020
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Towards 2020 - Workshop

Saturday 7th December found a mixed group
of club members meeting up with committee
members to take a fresh look at all things ‘club’ at a
planned workshop meeting in Stafford.
Alan introduced the workshop saying that the
future success of the club depended on the full
commitment of all the members. He said that the
purpose of the workshop was to identify what was
needed to fully satisfy the requirements of the
association in 2020 and beyond.
Stuart outlined the tasks for the day saying that
looking at the constitution there were four priorities
that come together to meet the stated aim of the
association: Association, Members, Education and
Apiary.
It was agreed that by reviewing the tasks and the
organisation of the tasks associated with these
priorities a clearer picture of what needed to
happen would emerge.

The further identification of the roles needed
to carry out the tasks would then produce a
committee structure to make it happen.
It was a busy four hours of thought, discussion and
writing on post-it notes and flip charts. There was
plenty of tea and coffee and cake ‘on tap’ to keep
everyone going.
The outcomes from the workshop will be made
known to club members in the new
year.
Thanks to all the members that took
part and to Wendy and Kate for
organising the event.
AlyG

2

These hives in the Canadian winter light seem
magicaly transparent...

Food for thought...

Opting out..

On the Committee

There are 160 members at our club,
But 60 of those never attend.
That leave 100 members in our club,
But 30 are frail and elderly.
That leaves 70 to do all the work,
But 18 are young people at college.
That leaves 52 to do all the work,
But 14 are tired businessmen.
So that leaves 38 to do all the work,
But 16 are busy wives with jobs and
children,
That leaves 22 to do all the work.
And a further 10 have more important
outside interests.
That leaves 12 to do all the work,
But 5 live too far away to come regularly.
So that leaves 7 to do all the work,
And 5 say they’ve already done their bit for
the club.

Oh, give me your pity, I’m on a committee,
Which means that from morning to night
We attend, and amend, and contend, and defend,
Without a conclusion in sight.
We confer and concur, we defer and demur,
And re-iterate all of our thoughts.
We revise the agenda with frequent addenda,
And consider a load of reports.
We compose and propose, we suppose and
oppose,
And the points of procedure are fun!
But though various notions are brought up as
motions,
There is terribly little gets done.
We resolve and absolve, but we never dissolve
Since it’s out of the question for us,
To bring our committee to a stop like this ditty,
Which ends with a full stop – like this.

That leaves you and me,
And I’m exhausted.
			
So Good luck to you!

First published in Tallyllyn News No 163 dated September 1994

Winter lectures

This year’s SS&DBKA and Stafford Bee Group
winter lectures have been excellent with good
turnouts at all events.
Clive de Bruyn’s intriguing ‘The queen, adaptions
for species/colony survival’ was a detailed insight
into the life and times of the queen.
In November, Dan Basterfield continued the
theme with a fascinating talk, ‘The drone and its
contribution to hive life.’
Dan, a bee farmer, has had a lifetime of experience
with bees and wowed us with his knowledge of
drones.
Stafford Bee Group continued the theme with
high quality talks from Celia Davis who gave us
an insight into the biology of queens, workers and
drones.
And a most ethusiastic Ian Jobson joined us at
Stafford Bee Group in November to answer the
question ‘Who is in charge and who does what in
the hive?’
This ended up with beekeepers running around the
room acting out the waggle dance and collecting
pollen and nectar, great fun and we learnt some
new facts into the bargain.

There are more experienced speakers booked for
2020. Don’t miss these talks put on by SS&DBKA
and the Stafford Bee Group, you might just learn
something invaluable about bees and if you
are very lucky you may catch sight of our two
‘Hostesses with the Mostest’ at Shareshill next time
you go (see photo below).
See the What’s on Diary Dates section on the back
page of the Newsletter for more information.
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SS&DBKA Honey Show 2019

This year, the club’s honey show turned out to be a lovely sunny day and
with the event being hosted in the poly tunnel at Hilton Green you can
just imagine how warm we all were, not to mention the exhibits.
Our honey judge, Jon Carrier, did us proud again saying that the quality
and variety of exhibits was of a high standard. Club members and friends
came along to see who had won and to take part in the honey tasting
competition.
We had entries in all classes with Claire George winning with her mead
and Karen and Karl coming third in class 20, honey cake (images right).
Kate Davies came second in the decorative
use of beeswax with her bowl of crocus and
Stuart Roberts won the David Battersby
Shield and the honey tasting class.
The beeswax bears won for new member
Szymon Jablonski with Dayna White winning
craft and Chris and Alan Brewin getting a first
for their ingenious wasp guard for a nuc.
The winning wax exhibit from Charles
Davies needs special mention as a
version of his apple pie and custard went on to win at the National
Honey Show for a second time. Thank you also to Charles for
running his wax masterclass during the morning session.

The David Battersby Shield

A very big thank you to Jon Carrier, Lynne Lacey, Steve Smith
and all those who
helped with the
Honey Show this
time.
Finally, thank you
to all members
who entered
exhibits, hope to
see you all again
next year.
All honey Show
results are on
the club website.
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In the News

Remembering warm days..

The club has had a mention
in the BBKA News thanks
to our President Stuart
Roberts.
Check out his story in the
December edition
about studying for the
Honey Bee Health
Certificate.
First seen in this
Newsletter it made the
grade for the National
magazine, well done
Stuart.

...and Muddy days
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The BMW Bees of Berlin
Behind a historic brick facade in the shadow of the
Julius Tower in Spandau lies the birthplace of BMW
motorcycles.
In the mid-18th century Friedrich Wilhelm I had an
armaments and munitions factory built there for the
Prussian army. Later the complex was taken over
by the Brandenburg Motor Works (Bramo), which
built aircraft engines.
The Bavarian Motor
Works (BMW) acquired
the factory in 1939, and
motorcycle parts have
been produced there
since 1949.
The first BMW
motorcycle made
completely in Berlin
rolled off the line in
1969. Some 2,000
workers currently
produce up to 800
motorcycles a day.
Around 25 different models are manufactured
simultaneously. In 2018 over 130,000 vehicles
were produced.
In March 2019, Ruth and I arrived in Berlin to take
a tour of the factory. As you may know, I have
long been a rider of BMW
motorbikes and to celebrate
my 70th birthday my family
gave me tickets for a trip
round the Spandau BMW
works on the outskirts of
Berlin.
We took the train from the Bradenberg gate, near
where we were staying and arrived at Am Julisturm
in good time for the tour. After refreshments and an
introduction talk at the visitor reception centre, we
set off around the factory grounds.
I was already excited at the prospect ahead so
imagine my surprise on coming face to face with
two bee hives in the middle of the factory grounds.
The bees in their very smart red, white and blue
Langstroth hives were behaving very calmly even
with BMW employees walking backwards and
forwards past them all day long.
During May 2018 the factory decided to do its bit
to strengthen its sustainability commitment and
draw the attention of staff and visitors to the great
importance of bees in the ecosystem
The plant’s efforts are supported by beekeeper
Josef Meinhardt and his beekeeper association,
Langstroth Berlin. He takes care of the bees and
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processes the ‘factory’ honey, and is delighted with
the plant’s commitment: Josef (see above) says
“As pollinators, bees are an important part of the
ecosystem and must be protected. When I heard
what the plant was planning, I immediately agreed
to get involved.”
Passing by the hives, I continued on with my tour
of the factory engrossed with the ‘state of the art’
engine production unit, the main assembly line
with its robot workers and the finishing, testing and
packaging area.
On the train journey back to the hotel my thoughts
turned again to the BMW bees and I realised that I
had enjoyed not a busman’s holiday, but my perfect
day out.
I still remember the bees every time I go out for a
ride on my bike. AG

Day Trip to Totnes

Honey mixers for winter

On a mission to see how other clubs do it and
hoping to pinch an idea or two that we can use for
our club.
Early November found our mottely crew splashing
through the floods to Totnes for the South Devon
Beekeepers Convention.
The programme included: The Accidental
Apitherapist by Gerry Brierley who discussed the
diversity of hive products for general health and
healing. She shared her story of how using bee
venom saved her life, a story that raised eyebrows.
Next was Policing and Conflict Resolution in Honey
Bee Colonies by Francis Ratnieks who told us that
all worker honey bees have ovaries, but only 0.1%
to 0.01% lay eggs. Worker policing is prevalent in
most honey bee colonies i.e. worker bees eat or
remove eggs that have been laid by other workers
rather than the queen.
In the afternoon there was a double header from
Celia Davis. Mr Bee - The life of the drone bee,
and Bee Plants and the Environment about the
interactions between bees and flowering plants
and the importance of this to the environment as a
whole.
Along with a trade show and a pasty for lunch all
in all a good day out and well worth the effort. You
should try it yourself next year, there are a number
of one day meetings on across the country and
you never know who you will meet or what you will
learn.

It only it was this easy!

Find the Queen

In the last edition of the newsletter our queen was
resting on the delicious yummy honey biscuits on
page 5, see picture, first column.
Can you work out where she has gone for
Christmas? Just where is she? Have a good look
round the Newsletter and see if you can find her.
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Learning beekeeping at school
Earlier this year beekeepers Chris Shaw and
Steve Smith from our club went to give a talk
about bees at Rushall Primary School, Pelsall
Lane, Rushall, Walsall.
They had a great time talking bees and showing
the children honey, candles and the equipment
they use when beekeping.

The 4 frames filled with honey in the cells
(honeycomb) are then placed inside the extractor
and spun so that the honey drips down the sides of
the machine. The bee keeper then opens the tap
and the honey pours out.

Below is the story of the project as told in a
blog by Anna Maeer and the children from class
ARP2 at the school.

We spent the rest of the day getting
all of our equipment ready to put on
the Bee Day stalls.

Over the last half term, ARP 2 have
been learning about bees after
developing a love for honey and
wanting to know how it was made.

After lunch, ARP 2 and Year 5
children helped to run a stall either
selling items or teaching children
about bees.

We researched the different species
of bees and were shocked to learn
that they are endangered!

The playground was a hive of
activity – it was lovely to see the
children enjoying themselves,
eating ice-cream, playing with
the Beebots, buying Tayo’s
maps, learning facts about bees
and how they pollinate flowers.

We found out how we can make
changes to help look after bees so they
don’t become extinct.
Tayo had a fabulous idea of planning a
whole school fundraising event to raise
some money to send to the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust.

Have a look at the children
buying, learning and taking part
in the activities. Most children
made a beeline for the ice
cream!

We spent the next few weeks busily
making items to sell and displaying our
work to teach other children what we had
learned.
To start our busy day, we had
a visit from Stephen and Chris
who were bee experts from
South Staffordshire Bee Keepers
Association.

We were interested to read the
feedback other children had left us.
We found out what children had
learned, what they had enjoyed and
what they would like to see next time.

They were amazed at what we
already knew and showed us
beeswax which they use to make
candles and furniture polish

ARP would like to say a huge THANK
YOU to all children, staff and parents
who bought items from the Bee Day
and made generous donations.

They taught us how they use
different equipment to look after the bees
in their hive so that they can make honey.

We raised over £500 – what an
amazing achievement! Some of
this money will be donated to
the Bumblebee Conservation
Trust to help them do further
work to save the bees.

The smoker is used to move the bees out
of their hive. We were interested to know
that they think the smoke is a fire in their
hive so they eat 4 day’s worth of nectar.
Once they are full, they can’t sting
properly. The bees can move out of the
hive safely so the bee keepers can get to
their frames.

To view the blog follow link:
http://arp2018.rushallict.
co.uk/2019/07/17/arp-busy-beeday/
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Out-apiary sites available

Hi, I work at National Grid in Warwick
and am currently involved in a project to
improve the sustainability of one of our
substations in Wolverhampton.
As part of this, we are offering a piece of
our non-operational land to Beekeepers
as an apiary (for free), should they be
interested.
We’re also hoping to plant a wildflower
meadow and put up 15 bird boxes, to
promote a more diverse selection of
wildlife.
The land in question is Penn Substation,
postcode WV4 4XE.
If you are interested in taking us up on
our offer, please contact me via email at:
sarah.cuthbert@nationalgrid.com.
Many thanks,
Sarah Cuthbert

We have 6+ acres divided into paddocks with a few
sheep and ponies. We have just sectioned off an area
and put 8 new trees and lots of wildflower seed.
That was where we thought it would be suitable as
an apiary. There is access to water and lots of garden
flowers and trees with farmers fields adjoining.
We are located in Tixall near the Gatehouse 2 miles
from Shugborough.
Please email at carolbur99@gmail.com if you are
interested or have further questions.
Many thanks
Carol Burnet

What’s on - diary dates - 2020
January

April

February

May

9th - Stafford Bee Group - Steven Falk - ‘Bees of the
British Isles.’
23rd - Club winter lecture at Shareshill Village Hall - Stuart
Roberts - ‘What happens to the queen after mating?’
27th - Basic assessment training at Lichfield Fire station
6th - Stafford Bee Group - Lynfa Davies - ‘How to get
drawn comb.’
27th - Club winter lecture at Shareshill Village Hall Graham Royal - ‘The mating process; what actually
happens?’

March

5th - Stafford Bee Group - Marin Anastasov - ‘My system
of beekeeping.’
14th - Bee Tradex - Stoneleigh - 9.00am - 4.30pm
26th - Club Annual General Meeting. Lecture by Phil
Askem and presentation of awards and certificates.

2nd - Stafford Bee Group - Peter Bell - ‘Bee keepers
question time.’
3rd, 4th & 5th - BBKA Spring Convention - Harper Adams
21st - Beginners Theory sessions commence at Wolsley
Bridge
9th - Members open apiary sessions commence at apiary
17th - Honey Bee Experience Day

June

2nd - Beginners practical sessions commence at the apiary

July

12th - Honey Bee Experience Day

Please check club website for the latest information on all events...

Items for the newsletter

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make
the subject “Item for the newsletter”.
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