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Apiary Newsletter...
Honey Show 2017

Founded in 1913

The club’s Annual Honey show and
BBQ took place on Saturday 9th
September 2017.
Like last year, it was a little wet but
that did not dampen the spirits of our
members who turned out to enter
their honey in the show and enjoy the
delicious pork rolls, beefburgers and
cake on offer.
(See page 6 for a full list of winners)

Brian Harvey
won first prize
for his heather
honey (left),
Marie Jackson
for her cup
cakes (right)

First Prize Winners

Wendy Woodward and her husband with their
frame of honey ready for extraction that won first
prize in class 7 (above left) and a happy smiling
Charles Davis holds up his award winning set
honey (above right).
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Other winners include Kate and
Charles with decorative wax, Chris
Shaw for sweet and dry mead and
Julian Malein, Paul and Penny Twibill
and Stuart Roberts for honey.
And remember, its never too soon
to plan your entries for next year’s
Honey Show. Look out for honey show
workshops and the do’s and don’ts of
honey show etiquette in the Newsletter
during 2018.

National Diploma in Beekeeping
Advanced Course – 2017

He talked about the Asian Hornet and how it is
poised across in France and he talked about the
2 sightings in England last year. There was also
a single hornet seen in Scotland but this was not
thought to be linked.
CSI Pollen was an initiative to look at pollen
diversity across Europe over 2 years. This has just
come to an end but the final paper hasn’t yet been
published. However, Norman did show some of the
results and is was very encouraging. There seems
to be an equal number of pollen types foraged for
no matter what the location of the colonies. This
was 6 pollens with 4 of these being in very large
quantities.
Norman then talked through the research papers
that had been written on Neonicotinoid pesticides.
He concluded that there is no strong link between
the chemicals and colony decline. However, there
are very big gaps in our knowledge that have been
identified. Some good opportunities for further
research.
The next session was handling and presentation
techniques in the apiary. We were shown how
to use the hive tools properly and how to use a
smoker.
We then split into groups and did a bit of role play.
This entailed demonstrating opening a hive to a
couple of children (played by other beekeepers).
This turned out to be quite silly and fun. However,
it reinforced the techniques we needed and what
could happen if you are not totally in control in the
apiary.

Part 2, Days 3-5, the conclusion to Stuart’s NDB
advanced course (see August edition for part 1)

Day 3

The day began as usual with breakfast in the
refectory with all of the gang. We then went
straight into the laboratory to do some more
dissections. Today was to be adult disease
diagnosis. So the dissection was to pin the bee to
a sloping cork support, remove the head and then
expose the trachea at the 1st spiracle to look for
Acarine mite.
This is one of the tasks that I will need to do for my
advanced husbandry assessment. So it was nice to
have the opportunity to practice it with some expert
help and advice at hand.
I dissected 10 bees and 2 of them I thought were
acceptable. This is definitely a technique that you
need to practice.
We then moved on to Nosema diagnosis. This
entails taking the abdomen of 30 bees and
crushing them in a pestle and mortar with a few
drops of water. Again this is a requirement for
advanced husbandry so it was very familiar. Once
you have a solution of the bees’ innards you then
mount a drop on a microscope slide and examine
at x400. The
Nosema spores
look like grains
of rice and
sometimes
tumble.

Ken Basterfield doing the heavy lifting		

Nosema apis spores x400

The next session was a
lecture on “New Honey
Bee Research” given
by Norman Carreck.
This was an interesting
insight into the latest
news on the Asian
Hornet, the Small Hive
Beetle, CSI Pollen and
Neonicotinoids. Norman
showed the movements
of the Small Hive Beetle
over the last few years
and how it looks like it is
there to stay in central
Italy.

Dan Basterfield
handling
frames

Norman Carreck

PTO
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This was followed
by practice
stocking Apidea
mini-nucs for
mating. We had
some ripe queen
cells that needed
mating nucs so we
sorted these out in
about half an hour.
We each took it
in turn to load a
queen cell into a
nuc.
The last part of
the session in
the apiary was
Ken talking about
making up nuclei.

Continued...

It was another hot day in the apiary and after 2
hours the effect was...
...that we collapsed in the shade of the trees after
doing the demonstrations.
This took us up to dinner time. So I went back to
the accommodation and grabbed a quick shower
and changed into some clean clothes. It was then
off to dinner in the refectory and this was followed
by the last of the mini-lectures.
There were 4 lectures given :
1. Bees other than Apis by Dara Kilmartin

2. Cobalt 60 and electron beam sterilisation by
Marin Anastasov
3. RNA interference and pest control by Lynne
Ingram
4. Solitary bees by Anne Rowberry

Dan with a scoop of bees
to stock a mini-nuc

5. Juvenile hormone by Jim Divers

Dan shaking bees
into the travelling box

He spoke about 3 frame
nucs for queen introduction
or 5 frame nucs for growing
on into a full colony. Another
very informative session with
a few gems and tips. One
such tip is that you can use
a mini-nuc to take those spare queens. When you
have a number of virgins emerge at once or a ripe
queen cell you don’t know what to do with, just run
the virgin into a mini-nuc with a cup of bees and
confine them in the
dark for 3 days. Then
allow them to fly. Better
than leaving them in
your pocket.
That took us up to
lunch. We got changed
and headed into the
refectory for lunch.
Afterwards we were in the lab again for more
dissections. We were asked to dissect the head of
a worker bee and then dissect a drone larva. PTO

All the lectures were again top class. We retired
to the comfort of the local beer garden to discuss
these topics further.

Day 4

Thursday again began with breakfast in the
refectory and we were joined by Dr Ken Thompson.
Following breakfast, Ken gave us a lecture called
“Where do camels belong?” This was about
invasive species and the science behind it. Ken,
being very passionate about the subject, kept us
entertained throughout. Not only did we find out a
little bit about camels but we learned a lot about
native and non-native species and how they are
protected or not.
The next session was back in the apiary and we
were going to check how our grafts had taken.
We had each grafted 8 larvae in the apiary and
there was some competition amongst the group as
to who would have grafted the best and therefore
be most successful. Marin Anastasov was the
winner with 8 out of 8. (He is taking the NDB exam
this year).
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Continued...
This was a
particularly tricky
exercise which
began with us
sticking bee heads
on to a glass slide
with superglue.
The first one I
attempted didn’t
work because I
hadn’t stuck the
heads on well
Hypopharyngeal glands
enough. I tried
again and with the
head stuck down properly I managed to get the
face off to reveal the hypopharyngeal glands –
see photo.
I then teased
the mandible
away to pull the
mandibular gland
from behind the
hypopharyngeal
gland – see photo.
The next task was
to dissect a drone
larva. A larva is
essentially a sack
of fat. This makes
the dissection
tricky. The idea
Mandibular gland attached
is to cut through
to mandible
the larval skin
and peel it back
to reveal all of the fat bodies. Then you need to
carefully remove the fat to leave the structures
beneath. Obviously in the drone this includes the
testis.

We finished the dissections and had a tea
break. When we got back to the lab there were 8
disease combs put out for us to identify. We had
about 30 minutes to get round the whole lot. This
is generous because in the NDB exam you need
to look at 10 combs in 10 minutes.
So I did my assessment and handed my paper
back. They then went through the combs and
explained what they were. I only got 1 right –
hopeless. Marin (mentioned earlier) was the
only one to get all 8. Very frustrating but very
interesting. I obviously need practice in this
area and it gives me an important area of my
beekeeping to concentrate on and improve.
That was the last session of the day as Thursday
evening is the course dinner. We went to a little
pub called The Bell, just down the road from
Pershore College. The food was excellent and
so was the company. There was a real ‘buzz’
around the room and everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves. This was organised by Rhona and
Richard Toft who had been with us all week. They
are part of Pershore College and we had been
using their bees for some of the tasks. They did a
splendid job and they deserve our special thanks.

Day 5

Friday had arrived. It had been a long and
packed week. I was physically tired but sad
that the course was ending. The first session
after breakfast was a lecture on deformed wing
virus from Dr Robert Paxton. A very passionate
and engaging speaker. He spoke about the two
strains of DWV A and B and how prevalent it was
and what else it was associated with. There were
some probing questions from the students about
whether his research could transfer from the lab
to the apiary and what the consequences might
be. He mentioned that currently there is no way of
working with the Varroa mites in a controlled way.

Testis
Ventriculus
Fat bodies
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Nicely exposed 1st thoracic trachea

Continued...
The last session of the course was a lab session
where we could choose what we wanted to do.
I revisited the disease combs to try to work out
why I had done so badly.
I looked at the comb and had some constructive
discussions with Ken and Dan about what I
could see.
I then went back to dissecting and practiced my
Acarine dissection. I was much more competent
and managed to do a good job on 4 out of 5
bees.
That was it, course finished. We all congregated
in the classroom and were presented with our
course certificates.

Find the Queen

In the June edition our Queen bee
was sitting on top of the WYCE
logo at the bottom of page 6. As the
bees prepare for winter I wonder
where she has hidden to keep
herself warm this month?

We were given a feedback form to complete too.
With this done we were free to go.
So handshakes and hugs all round and we were
invited to the ceremonial burning of the disease
combs.
In summary, it was a very intensive but very
enjoyable course.
I will definitely try to go again. You can’t get
training like this anywhere else in the world.
So a big thank you to all of the NDB trainers
involved in the course.
With special thanks to Richard and Rhona Toft.
Stuart Roberts

For Sale

This season’s heather honey, delicious cut
comb, packed in plastic containers, no
labels, 150gm and 200gm sizes.
Get it quick from Dave Rawsthorne on
01785211925 before it is all gone.

Glassware from the past

Treasures
Oddities &
Novelties

Beekeeping symbolism is very much associated
with Manchester at this time, since the
Manchester Arena terrorist attack. The bee has
however been associated with Manchester since
the Industrial Revolution, when the owners of
the booming cotton mills, wanted their work force
to be industrious and work in harmony, as did
the honey bees. The honey bee at that time was
common as a company logo.

Geoff Hopkinson

The use of the bee and the skep hive was
influenced by the fact that many of the mill owners
were members of Masonic lodges, where such
symbols followed the same dictum of industry and
harmony.
The Masonic type Firing Glass originated in the
earlier military messes, when after an appropriate
toast, the tables were banged in unison, giving the
impression of a rifle volley.
By necessity, the base was required to be of
stout construction so that it could stand up to the
repeated banging.
Such antique glasses are available on the web
from £200 - £500.
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Bees go to Bidvest...

Honey Show 2017 Results

In keeping with our partnership arrangements
with Bidvest, Chris Shaw and Steve Smith took
the Observation Hive with bees to the Cannock
Headquarters on Monday 4th September in order
to show how their sugar contributions are helping
our bees, and to continue to raise awareness.

The Association’s Annual Honey Show took place
at Shugborough Apiary on 9th September 2017.
The show was judged by Bernard Diaper.

Novice Class

Class 1 - 1 jar 454g clear honey
1st - Wendy Woodward

The Hive was positioned just outside the canteen
and attracted a lot of interest as people went for
their lunch. People seemed genuinely interested
and impressed by the bees.

Open Class

Class 3 - 2 jars 454g light honey
1st - Chris Shaw
3rd - Charles and Kate Davis
Class 4 - 2 jars 454g medium honey
1st - Julian Malein
3rd - Stuart Roberts
Class 6 - 2 jars 454g set honey
1st - Charles and Kate Davis
2nd - Brian Harvey
Class 6a - 2 jars 454g heather honey
1st - Brian Harvey
Class 7 - Frame of honey ready for extraction
1st - Wendy Woodward
2nd - Julian Malein
3rd - Stuart Roberts
Class 9 - 5 jars of honey ready for sale
1st - Paul and Penny Twibill,
2nd - Stuart Roberts,
3rd - Julian Malein
Class 10 - Photographic exhibit
1st - Marie Jackson,
2nd - Jo Berriman,
3rd - Kate Davis
Class 12 - Decorative use of bees wax
1st - Kate and Charles Davis
Class 13 – 1x 75cl bottle of mead
a) Dry
3rd - Chris Shaw
b) Sweet - 1st - Chris Shaw
Class 14 - Honey fudge own choice recipe
2nd - Marie Jackson
Class 15 - Honey biscuits own choice recipe
2nd - Marie Jackson
Class 16 - Decorated honey cup cake
1st - Marie Jackson
Class 17 - Honey cake own choice recipe
1st - Alan Greenman,
2nd - Marie Jackson

It was amazing how many people expected the
bees to have fluffy coats and white bottoms.
People were able to taste samples of honey and
learn about the life of the bees.
Managers thanked us for arranging the event and
said they looked forward to continuing to working
with the Association. CS

NT - Calke Abbey
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A recent day out
with my grandson
to Calke Abbey
revealed that they
have four bee hives
tucked away in the
walled garden.
They have also
planted deep
borders of wild
meadow flowers for
the bees.
You can find
Calke Abbey at
Ticknall, Derbyshire
DE73 7LE
AG

Plant Propagation

In this picture
you can
see Geoff in
his garden
choosing
shoots to use
as cutting
material.

Geoff Hopkinson
NDB gave me a
master-class in
plant propagation
and started with a
sedum from Bluebell
Nursery courtesy of
his daughter Sally
who gave us such
an interesting talk
last autumn. The
name of the sedum

The plant is a
Choisya ternata
common name :
Mexican orange
blossom – the
bees love it.
The left hand
photo shows
Geoff trimming the
material. He made
two different types
– a heal cutting
and a mallet
cutting. With both
cutting types he
dipped the cut
faces into rooting
hormone and
placed them into
a pre-made hole
(with a pencil)
in a pot of finely
sifted John Innes
Number 2 potting
compost.

that we took leaf
cuttings from is
‘Matrona’, loved
by butterflies,
bees and hover
flies.
The job was
particularly
easy. Rip off the
large leaves in a
downward motion
and push them
into the prepared
pot.
The pot had finely
sifted John Innes
Number 2 potting
compost. Add a
label and job done.
Note Geoff looking
extra smug !

The cuttings are then
firmed into place and
lightly watered to keep
them moist.
Job completed – time for
a cup of tea.
			
SR
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A visit to BBwear
A sunny holiday in Cornwall during August, what
could be better?
Answer, a visit to BBwear who have their
headquarters near Truro on the A34, just off the
main A30 route to Cornwall. I was on a ’mission’ to
collect a new bee suit for one of my colleagues at
the apiary.
I met up with ‘Bee’ (see below) Mike and James
who make and supply bee suits in all shapes, sizes
and colours. I asked Bee why BBwear?
‘The name BBwear came about over our kitchen
table. BB being Belinda Bright or Bees Bees, (I am
also known as Bee, (an abbreviation of Belinda), so
it seemed relevent.
Mike and I started BBwear in February 2000
and launched at the BBKA Spring Convention a
couple of months later. We crammed everything
into our car and drove up on the day of the
convention. Certainly couldn’t do that now! We had
a highly successful day and sold most of the suits
we took.
We now attend all the major beekeeping
conventions in the country and several more
besides.
Since that first show we have grown steadily and
now export all over the world, basing our business
on quality and customer service.
We are lucky that our
son James came into the
business 7 years ago and
has taken over the office
side of things and is the
first point of contact with
our customers. Another
son, Steven joined a couple
of years later. This gave us
the opportunity to expand
further and start selling
equipment on line.
Today, this has resulted
James gets another
in us having a retail outlet
order of bees suits
on site, supplying our local
ready for posting out
beekeepers and suprisingly
a lot of holiday makers pop
in too.
Our eldest son Paul is our most recent recruit. He
has a career in IT and now works to improve our
website and lots of other things behind the scenes
helping make our site more interactive and
customer friendly.’
Belinda (BBwear)

Mike spreads out
the cloth, a tasteful
shade of pink and
smooths it down
ready for cutting with
a very sharp electric
knife which can cut
up to 50 suits at a
time!
Once the pieces are
cut to shape they
are off to the sewing
room to be made
in to bee suits and
jackets.
Note all the bee suit
patterns hanging
on the wall of the
cutting room.
The suits come in
a range of colours,
some brighter than
others and some
even have names
embroidered on the
pocket for those
customers wanting
something a bit
special.

The BBWear shop sells the whole range of beekeeping
equipment and supplies including bee hives, frames, extracting
kit, buckets and even queen rearing kits.
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STAFFORD BEE GROUP

Ambrosia for sale

A ready mixed, high energy combination of
Sucrose, Glucose and Fructose, Ambrosia
syrup and fondant bee food helps bee colonies
to survive winter food shortages by mimicking
the food bees find in their natural environment.
With the sugar in Ambrosia being very
concentrated, it does not ‘go off’ and the high
fructose content of the product ensures that it
will not crystallise.

Stafford Bee Group members are passionate
about honeybees and their welfare. During the
winter months we offer members and visitors
alike a varied programme of talks. To achieve
this, we invite guest speakers from the world of
beekeeping to educate and entertain us. There is
something for beekeepers of all ages and abilities.
Anyone interested in honey bees or beekeeping is
welcome to attend any meeting.

2017

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg

Thursday 5th October
‘Forage and Plants’ - Trisha Marlow
Thinking of keeping bees? Knowing the forage in your
area will help.

£14.50

Thursday 2nd November
‘Seasonal Bee Inspector’ - Noel Parker

Each

Find out the up to date information that may affect
your bees.

Ambrosia Fondant - box of 5 x 2.5kg

Thursday 7th December
‘Honey’ - John Goodwin
It’s all about honey! John is a National Honey Show
judge.

£17.50

Each

2018

Thursday 4th January
‘Swarm Catcher’ - Clive Stewart

Please place your orders with Craig Dimberline
via mobile: 07974203838 or
email: craig.dimberline@icloud.com

Swarms in unusual places. This is also our New Year
Celebration meeting.

Thursday 1st February
‘Members Forum’ - Peter Bell
The members’ forum is a two-way interactive evening.

Thursday 1st March
‘Swarm Control’ - Julian Routh

Swarm management might not be at the top of
your list, however, it is essential you decide which
measures you are going to take.

Thursday 5th April Please note, 7.15pm start time
‘Bee Health’ - Jeremy Owen - Vita Europe
Vita Europe is a mite control and honey bee health
specialist.

Doors open at 7.15 pm and talks start at 8.00 pm
prompt at the County Staff Club at : 77 Eastgate
Street, Stafford, ST16 2BG. Parking close by.
Annual membership is £10.00 which is for all
seven talks. Alternatively, pay £3.00 per lecture.
Chairman - Mrs Kate Davis - 01785 818075
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Nothing is really new. The poster above is from Bodmin Jail museum and is an
account from 1838 of Anthony Cock who was incarcerated for bee rustling.

What’s on - 2017 / 2018 - diary dates
2017

2018

October

January

4th - SBG - Swarm Catcher - Clive Stewart

5th - Stafford Bee Group (SBG) first talk of season
- Forage and Plants - Trisha Marlow 12th - SS&DBKA winter lecture - Different Hive
Types, pros and cons - Shareshill
26th to 28th - National Honey Show, Sandown
Park, Sussex

February

1st - Members Forum - Peter Bell, Chairman SBG

March

1st - SBG - Swarm Control - Julian Routh

November

April

December

May
June

5th - SBG - Bee Health - Jeremy Owen - Vita
Europe - N.B. 7.15pm start time
24th - Beginners Theory Course Starts - First
lecture of 6 - Wolseley Centre - 7pm prompt

2nd - SBG - Seasonal Bee Inspector - Noel Parker
9th - SS&DBKA winter lecture - Bumble Bees - Ron
Rock - Shareshill Village hall at 7.30pm
18th - Skittles night - Shareshill at 7.30pm
7th - SBG - Honey - John Goodwin

Items for the newsletter

If you have any stories, pictures or information
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk and
make the subject “Item for the newsletter”.

2nd - Beginners Practical Course Starts - First
session of 6 - Shugborough Apiary - 11am prompt

SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk/
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk
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